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Welcome, Parents and Campers!
Welcome to magic school! We’re so glad you have chosen to join us as we bring to
life a magical universe for our campers to explore. Our team is excited to get to work and
we look forward to providing a tremendous and enriching summer experience for all
campers. Magischola Prep is especially designed to provide a healthy, safe, inclusive, and
fun environment for young people to try new things, learn, grow, and make friendships
that last a lifetime.
Our campers will enter a magical world meant to teach new activity proficiencies,
foster creativity and inquisitiveness, strengthen acceptance and appreciation for others,
and bolster confidence -- all while interacting and living with other young people and staff
from diverse backgrounds. But most of all, they will have FUN! Throughout the week’s
activities, campers will encounter a variety of magical scenarios that will challenge them to
be honest, respectful, caring, responsible, clever, and even heroic. While these
experiences will occur in a fantastical world, the discussions, critical thinking, and choices
our campers make directly transfer to situations in the real world. It is our sincerest hope
that each camper will exit Magischola Prep having learned something about themselves
or about others; this is the real magic. So grab your wand, don your robe, and let’s get to
class! We are so very pleased to welcome you to the Providence Preparatory Academy
for the Advancement of the Arcane Arts.
Maury Brown, MA, M.Ed.
President
Learn Larp, LLC

2

Handbook Introduction
This handbook has been created to help prepare our campers and their families
prepare for Magischola Prep. It contains vital information and policies about our summer
program, including what you can expect from us, and what we expect from you. We
encourage you to read and become familiar with our handbook before the start of camp.
If you have any questions or comments, please contact our Head of Camp and
owner, Maury Brown at mebrown@learnlarp.com or 434-326-6126. Please do not hesitate
to let us know how we can ensure that your child’s camp experience is exceptional. Again,
thank you for choosing Magischola Prep. We look forward to seeing you on check-in day.

Magischola Prep Overview
Magischola Prep is a week-long residential enrichment camp for middle- and
high-schoolers, ages 11-17. Magischola Prep immerses students in the theatrical
experience of going to Wizard School for a week. Students will live out their fantasy of
being a wizard in a magical school. It’s a bit like being in your own movie and you’re the
main character. Campers will get the chance to:
● Be sorted into one of the Four Courts and play a part in its traditions and rites.
● Wear a wizard robe and a tie in the color of your Court.
● Compete for the Providence Court Cup by earning house points.
● Attend magical courses in alchemy, magical combat, runic magic, crafting, magical
creatures, and more!
● Attend a Wizard Ball in your finest regalia.
● Make new friends and form lasting bonds with fellow wizards.
● Join clubs that pique your interest and play magical sports.
● Explore the buildings and grounds while encountering magical creatures and
artifacts that could be helpful or harmful.
● Engage in discussions, study, socialize, stir up shenanigans, or stay out of trouble.
● Live onsite with your housemates and share meals.
● Make a difference in the story’s outcome with the choices you make: how the story
ends is up to you!
● Have a once-in-a-lifetime experience!
While being wizards for a week, students will also use higher-order thinking skills, such
as analysis, evaluation, and synthesis, as well as codebreaking and problem-solving,
creativity, communication, teamwork, and improvisation. We’ll also teach some actual
first-aid skills in healing, as well as body awareness, balance and coordination in
combat, linguistics in runes, and basic chemistry in alchemy.
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Counselors

Meet the Staff!
Leonie “Willow” Cohen is the Head Counselor at
Magischola Prep. They are a graduate of Swarthmore
College who spent this past year with AmeriCorps
teaching about healthy relationships for a domestic
violence shelter. Leonie loves listening to audiobooks,
gardening, and LARPing. They have been in many (and a
quarter) LARPs, were an instructor at a LARP/outdoors
camp, and had a blast playing the Healing Professor at
New World Magischola 7. They are beyond excited for
another week of making magic with this year’s campers
and fellow staff!

Emma Puranen is a recent (2018!) graduate of
Swarthmore College with degrees in astronomy and
history. She was a Resident Assistant for two years,
which meant she spent her school years fostering
community and mentoring students in residence halls.
She has been larping for four years, highlights of which
include writing a game for Wayfinder's 2017 summer
camps and heading the 2018 Swarthmore LARP
Committee. She is ready to put her years of
babysitting, nannying, and camp counseling to use in
guiding a group of young mages. Emma is very excited
to help turn her campus into a school of magic this summer!
Kristin Casey is a college graduate with degrees in
Media Production: TV/Film and Interactive Media:
Game Design. She works online through multiple
social media platforms and attends live events as a
guest. She has a passion for LARP, acting, cosplay,
and improv and has worked on multiple short films
both behind the scenes and as an actor. She’s excited
to use her skills to really bring the magic to life this
summer!
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Aaron Silverman is a graduate of Brown University with a
degree in Computer Science. He studied robotics and was
the social chair for his house. Every summer he was in
school, Aaron volunteered at a summer camp in the
redwood forests of California, and has 10 years of
counselling experience. Aaron is excited to be back at
Magischola Prep, helping to facilitate big spells and bigger
friendships.

Kelly Smemo is a graduate of Swarthmore College, where
she was an RA for several years and helped organize the
campus LARP. She has spent the past two years Post Swat
doing AmeriCorps and helping low income students get into
college and succeed there. In the fall she will be starting her
master’s degree program in Higher Education at Boston
College. Until then, she is excited to return to Magischola for
her second year of magical storytelling.

Additional Staff
Maury Brown is the President and founder of Learn
Larp, LLC. With a Master’s in Education and a Master’s
of English Literature from the University of Virginia, she
has been teaching since 1997 and has led international
trips for students for many years. She has roughly two
decades of experience in curriculum design, teacher
assessment, and engagement research with students
from elementary to grad school level, and has been a
Master Teacher with the UVA Summer Enrichment
Program. She’s a writer, academic, larper, feminist, and
parent. When it comes to larp design, her passions are
player agency and emotional experiences. She’s excited to be bringing together her love
of larping with her love of education, and can’t wait for the first generation of young mages
to go out and start changing the world. She can be reached at mebrown@learnlarp.com.
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Peter S. Svensson is the Narrative Director for
Magischola Prep. He has decades of experience
crafting interactive fiction through theatre and
gameplay, ranging from improvised short plays to
tabletop roleplaying games to blockbuster larps.
When not writing and producing live action
roleplaying games, he works both as an English
teacher and as a journalist covering comic books,
graphic novels and pop culture. Magischola Prep
allows him to combine his passions of teaching and
storytelling into one cohesive whole. He's thrilled to
help make the magic real for these young mages.
He can be reached at peterssvensson@gmail.com.
Caleb Brannan is the First Aid Coordinator and will be playing a Professor for Magischola
Prep. Caleb is an EMT by profession and has been roleplaying for many years. He’s been
an integral part of multiple New World Magischola events.
Nathan Graf is a Non-Player Character and the Logistics
Manager for Magischola Prep. They are yet another graduate of
Swarthmore College with a BA in biology and chemistry, and
they currently work in the Swarthmore Office of Sustainability.
Nathan is an avid LARPer, and is thrilled to return for a second
year at Magischola Prep.

Nancy Calvert-Warren has always been a fan of wizards, wizards,
mages, sorcerers and any other kind of magical wielding person.
She grew up running around in the desert of southeastern Oregon,
pretending to hunt down magical creatures in the sagebrush. In her
daily life, Nancy spends time organizing people, projects, and
events. She’s known as an expert 'cat herder,’ with the ability to
keep even the most unwieldy and distracted group on track and on
schedule. She is an assistant or co-medical lead part-time job at
various events that take place at scout camps and campgrounds
around Pennsylvania.
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What to Expect
A well-rounded camp experience includes being exposed to a variety of educational and
recreational programs. We feel that an important part of a camper’s experience is to have
a choice of activities that meet the abilities of a variety of children. It is our goal to offer
many fun, creative, and safe programs for your child to enjoy. While this isn’t a particularly
physically challenging experience, we will walk between buildings, follow trails into the
forest, and learn wand combat. There are other physical activities students may opt to
participate in, such as sports. We will assume that your child may participate fully in camp
unless we receive a signed written request stating otherwise.

Typical Daily Schedule Mondays – Fridays
The schedule below should be used as a guide, as circumstances sometimes call
for changes in times and/or activities:
7:40 - First call
7:50 - No really, wake up!
8:15-9:20 - Breakfast and morning announcements
9:30-10:15 - Wizard school class, 1st period
10:30-11:00 - Break
11:15-12:00 - Wizard school class, 2nd period
12:15-1:15 - Lunch, announcements, and court points update
1:30-2:15 - Wizard school class, 3rd period
2:30-3:00 - Court meeting
3:00-3:45 - Wizard school class, 4th period
4:00-5:15 - Free time
5:30-6:15 - Dinner
6:30-7:15 - Club meetings
7:30-8:15 - Evening electives
8:30-10:00 - Nightly activity (varies by day)
10:30 - Lights out for 11-14 year olds
11:30 - Lights out for 15-17 year olds

Meals and Food
Campers will enjoy the well-balanced, hearty meals prepared daily at the
Swarthmore Sharples Dining Hall. A vegetarian option is available at each meal. If your
camper has special dietary needs, such as severe allergies, please indicate that on the
logistics information form. Our menus feature foods that are low in sugar, fat, and sodium,
as well as high in fiber and other essential nutritional factors.
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We can accommodate
all dietary restrictions as long
as we have sufficient time to
prepare. No one will go
hungry at Camp. Campers
who cannot consume gluten
will receive a key at check-in
to the “Free Zone,” in which
Sharples keeps gluten-free
options. Students with more
particular dietary needs will
be put in contact with dining
staff to have plates prepared
each day that meet their
needs.
Picky Eaters: At each meal there are several options for your child to choose from.
Our counselors keep an eye out to ensure that all campers are well-fed and hydrated.

The Dormitory Hall
Campers will be staying in Wharton Hall on Swarthmore’s campus. Students will be
assigned a single or double room, and their floors will be divided by age group. 6th-8th
grade campers (Initiates) will be on the first floor, 9th-10th grade campers (Apprentices)
on the second, and 11th-12th grade campers (Mages) on the third floor. Each hall has two
communal bathrooms. Gendered and gender-neutral bathrooms will be available.
Counselors sleep on the same floor as their participants. Counselors make rounds
in the late evenings and one counselor is
on-call at all times to ensure student safety at
all hours.
There is no air conditioning in the dormitory,
and campers are strongly encouraged to
bring a fan. We have been able to borrow a
number of fans from the College, but extras
are appreciated!
All beds are twin XL. You will need to bring
linens for your bed. Flat sheets of any size
will work if you don’t have twin XL sheets.
See the Linens packing list above for
suggestions.
8

Camp Policies
Safety
Your child's safety is our top priority and we take this responsibility very seriously.
Magischola Prep complies with all laws and regulations for summer camps and childcare
programs in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and our policies are designed to create
a fun and safe environment for your child to explore and enjoy. Please review the
following with your child to ensure that we all have a safe and magical experience:

Supervision:
Your child will be sorted into one of four “Courts” at Magischola Prep, providing
them with a group of peers and friends that they will bond with over the weeklong
experience. Each Court is directly supervised by a trained adult counselor (a Court
Prefect) who lives with the students, and will accompany them throughout the event. The
Prefect will be the camper’s main point of contact and is the go-to supervisor for camper
needs. Additionally, campers will be supervised by teachers, assistants, and other staff
who lead the daily courses and activities.
For any program or event held outside of the residence hall, campers will be
required to gather in their assigned age group and walk with their Prefect. For Middle
School campers, a buddy system will also be implemented to help foster friendships and
ensure safety.

Drugs/Alcohol/Weapons:
Magischola Prep takes a zero tolerance stance on the use or possession of drugs,
alcohol, tobacco products, or weapons (including but not limited to knives, guns, and
lookalikes). A camper found to be in violation of this policy will be dismissed from the
camp without refund; parents will be notified to pick up their camper immediately. (This
policy includes pocket knives, swiss army knives, and utility knives, so please be sure to
remove those items.)

Health Care
Medications
Medications must be in their original container with the prescription information
clearly labeled on the container. Containers should be placed in a clear ziploc bag with the
camper’s name clearly written on the front. All medications, vitamins, etc. (prescription or
over the counter) must given to Magischola Prep with explicit instructions regarding how
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and when they should be administered. This must include the dosage and administration
schedule. For a prescription drug, the doctor’s orders must be the same as the label on
the medication container. A child will only be given medication in the dose and schedule
directed by the prescribing physician. Including both prescription and over the counter
medications, no medications may be kept in the dorms. Exceptions to this rule include
prescription topical creams, ointments, shampoos, inhalers, epipens, or nasal sprays,
This includes both prescription and over the counter medications, provided parental
consent is given.
We stock routine medications such as Tylenol/acetaminophen, Advil/ibuprofen,
Benadryl, Pepto-Bismol, Tums, cough drops, etc. You do not need to send these to camp
with your child, but you will have to give permission for your camper to receive these
medications in their appropriate dosages.
Magischola Prep staff are trained in basic First Aid and CPR/AED. Additionally,
campers will have access to the Swarthmore Medical clinic. In the event of serious illness
or medical attention, parents will be notified immediately by the Magischola Prep Camp
Director.
We require a copy of your medical insurance card at check-in. Please make a copy
and bring it with you, if possible. If you have not done so already, please be sure to fill out
the Medical Form.

Accident/Illness and Emergency Treatment
Camper health and safety are very important to us. All campers are checked daily
for any signs of illness. Magischola Prep Staff are trained in First Aid/CPR/AED and we
have an EMT on staff. If your child has a serious accident or illness, requires medical
treatment by a physician, or requires more than 24 hours of confinement, you will be
notified as soon as possible. The services of a physician and pediatrician are available at
Family Physicians at Media Medical Plaza (3 miles from camp) as well at CareStat Urgent
Care Center (10 minutes from camp). Hospital services are available at Lankenau Medical
Center. We will make the necessary travel arrangements to get the medical attention your
child requires. Medical expenses incurred (doctor, hospital, prescription, etc.) are your
responsibility. Please be sure to provide your insurance information and a copy of your
current insurance cards.

Cell-Phones and other Electronics
Magischola Prep is an immersive theatrical experience in a magical world where
cell phones and other electronics are uncommon: wizards have magic after all! Campers
are permitted to bring their electronics, but we ask that they leave them in their dorm
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rooms during the day’s activities and use them only during designated out-of-game time or
“downtime.” Any camper found using their phone during class or scheduled events may
have it confiscated and held by Magischola Prep staff. Confiscated electronics will be
returned to campers at the conclusion of the day’s events. If a camper must retain their
cell-phone or electronic device for medical or family reasons, please notify Magischola
Prep staff at check-in. Magischola Prep is not responsible for the loss or damage of
valuables or electronics.

Keeping in Touch with Campers
Your camper will be very busy from breakfast until bedtime, as you can see from
the schedule in the “What to Expect” section. They won’t have their phones with them
during the day, but campers are permitted to contact their parents (and you to contact
them) during the off-game and downtime period each night. As this camp is designed to
be an immersive experience, we encourage both campers and parents to limit their
communication via electronics. If you would like your child to receive a letter or care
package during the game through our in-game mail service, both will be available to set
up during check-in. Mail will be delivered in-game each evening at dinner. Sending a letter
“from home” is a fun and supportive way to be a part of the magic! We recommend
sending letters with positive news assuring all is well with you and the rest of the family.
When you write, be cheerful and newsy. Don't dwell on home problems, favorite pets, or
how much everybody misses them.
Camper-to-parent phone calls are only allowed at the end of day, and
parent-to-camper calls are strongly discouraged, especially in cases of homesickness.
Our staff will notify you immediately in the event of an emergency situation. If you would
like to check on your child’s progress, we encourage you to reach out to Magischola Prep
before calling or sending an electronic message to your child. The Magischola Prep Office
is open from 8:15 a.m. to 10 p.m. each day. Staff can be reached by calling (434)
326-6126.
Your child’s camp counselor will be taking pictures and posting updates each
morning of the preceding day’s fun. You can follow the blog on www.magischolaprep.com.
After office hours, one of the senior camp staff members carries a cell phone to
receive emergency calls. In the event that you need to reach a Camp Staff member for an
emergency after office hours, dial our emergency camp number: 434-326-6126.
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Visiting Camp
Please do not visit campers during the camp session. We believe your camper will
have a better total camp experience if left with peers and staff the entire period. If you
have any concerns regarding the camp or your child’s experience, please feel free to call
the Magischola Prep Office at 434-326-6126.

Birthdays
We are happy to recognize your child's birthdays if it falls during camp. Please
inform us at check-in if this is the case so we can recognize their birthday during a meal
and have the entire camp community join in wishing them a wonderful birthday.

Refund Policy
Except for the deposit, all other advance payments are refundable if written notice
of cancellation is received by the camp office at least 30 days prior to the start of camp.
No fee reductions will be made for late arrivals or early departures. It is understood that in
the case of homesickness, dismissal, or voluntary withdrawal, there is no refund of fees.

Activity Waivers/ Photo Release
The Activity Waiver form (available at check-in) gives your permission for your child
to participate in camp activities.
The Photo Release form (available at check-in) gives your permission for
Magischola Prep to take and use photographs taken of your child at the event in
promotional materials. We like to celebrate and record your child’s experience at camp
through video and still photography. We will share these images with you so you can see
what’s happening at camp while your child is here. We also use the images for promotion
and recruitment purposes. The Photo Release provides you with the opportunity to
request that your child’s image not be used.
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Behavioral Management
All Magischola Prep staff members participate in an intensive training program that
prepares them to deal with all aspects of camp life. We emphasize positive,
age-appropriate discipline techniques that guide and encourage children, and at the same
time establish clear behavior guidelines and expectations. At all times, staff members are
guided by the principle that all children and adults deserve to be treated in a respectful
and caring manner. Campers are expected to treat fellow campers and staff with respect
and to abide by all camp rules. These rules, and the consequences for not following them,
are shared during opening workshops on Sunday. At that time, campers are encouraged
to ask questions to ensure clear understanding of the rules. Individuals are held
accountable for their actions. Staff members support campers by clearly defining and
enforcing expectations and responsibilities.
If significant behavior problems arise, parents will be consulted and a plan for
behavior management will be developed. Our Disciplinary Procedure Agreement can be
found at the end of this handbook. In the event that the camper’s behavior does not
improve after all avenues of intervention have been explored, or when one camper’s
actions are detracting from the experience of others, the camper will be sent home.
Some actions require immediate dismissal from camp. These actions include but
are not limited to: smoking or use of tobacco products, consumption or possession of
alcohol and/or illegal drugs, lewd behavior, endangerment of self or others, or threats of
endangerment to self or others. Campers sent home because of behavioral problems will
not be entitled to any refund of
fees, and parents will be
responsible for all transportation
from camp. The staff of
Magischola Prep is not trained
to handle campers who have
severe emotional disturbances,
demonstrate violent behavior, or
who routinely violate rules and
policies. If your child has severe
behavioral problems, we can
refer you to programs designed
to accommodate these special
needs.
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Code of Conduct
We recognize that campers come from a variety of backgrounds and that social
expectations vary from community to community. With that understanding in mind, we
are providing the following Code of Conduct for Magischola Prep participants. This
policy aims to provide clear and reasonable guidelines for expected behavior at the
event and possible consequences if an individual transgresses against these guidelines.
The consequences for breaking the Code range from verbal warnings to ejection from
the event as detailed below.
All of the following constitute grounds for expulsion from the event without refund:
● Violating any federal, state, or local laws, facility rules or event policies
● Continued intentional failure to comply with the instructions of the Counselors,
Camp Staff, or College Personnel
● Using anything in a threatening or destructive manner against person or property
● Endangering the safety of oneself or others
● Persistent threatening, stealing, cheating or harassing others
● Drinking or possessing alcohol, using or possessing tobacco products, or
possession of a weapon;
● Harassment of staff or other participants.
Each complaint received is evaluated based upon the evidence presented, existing
information about the participants in question, and ultimately, the judgment of the camp
organizers.

Anti-Harassment Policy
New World Magischola h
 as a zero tolerance policy for harassment of any kind.
Harassment of a participant may include, but is not limited to:
● Verbal comments, displayed images, or gestures that denigrate individuals based
upon gender, gender identity/expression, sexual identity, disability, physical
appearance, body size, race or ethnicity, age, religion, political beliefs,
philosophies, geographic origin, or socioeconomic status
● Physical or verbal intimidation or abuse
● Stalking
● Body policing
● Non-consensual photography or recording
● Sustained disruption of workshops or meals
● Inappropriate physical contact or proximity
● Non-consensual sexual acts
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● Inappropriate sexual attention, whether verbal or physical, or unwelcome
attention after being asked to stop
● Inappropriate physical attention related to, but not limited to: gender, gender
identity/expression, sexual identity, physical ability or restrictions, physical
appearance, body size, race or ethnicity, age, religion, geographic origin,
socioeconomic status, or pregnancy.
Participants asked to stop any harassing behavior are expected to comply immediately.

Reporting Harassment
If a person engages in harassing behavior, the Organizers will take prompt action in any
form they deem appropriate, including expulsion from camp with no refund. Our policy
applies to EVERYONE at the event. Campers, NPCs, staff, volunteers, guests,
members of the media are all subject to our Anti-Harassment Policy.
Anyone can report harassment. If someone’s behavior has made you uncomfortable, or
if you witness the same happening to someone else, you should immediately bring this
to the attention of your Counselor, or alternatively Organizer HQ. If necessary, we will
contact local law enforcement, provide escort, offer a safe place, or otherwise assist
those experiencing harassment to make sure they feel safe for the rest of the event.

Participant Responsibilities
Throughout the event and while participating in Magischola Prep, you are expected to
treat your fellow community members with dignity and respect.

In-Character Behavior
While playing a character in this magical setting, it may seem permissible to do or say
things that you would not deem appropriate in everyday life. Playing a character does
not erase the need to ensure that everyone feels safe while participating in Magischola
Prep. To this end, we require all participants to engage in pre-larp workshops that will
teach the tools needed to safely and consensually negotiate boundaries around
potentially sensitive content and situations. These tools aim to prevent harassment from
occurring while in-character.
Failure to respect touch boundaries, safety words, or other safety tools is a serious
offense and a violation may result in a participant being asked to leave the event.
Campers can and should report to their counselor any incident that makes them feel
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uncomfortable, regardless of whether safety tools were used or established boundaries
were respected.

Consent
Consent is a vital element of Magischola Prep, in both in-character and out-of-character
spaces. Consent involves two (or more) people deciding together to do the same thing,
at the same time, in the same way with each other, whether that is physical or verbal. It
is the presence of a “yes,” not the absence of a “no.” Consent is continuously granted,
and can be revoked at any time by any participant for any reason. Participants will
engage in workshops to learn the specific mechanics and customs used to ask for and
affirm or withhold consent during in-character parts of the larp. While there is no sexual
content whatsoever in any of the programming for Magischola Prep, we firmly believe
that the outcomes of participation in consent workshops greatly improves the overall
camp experience, and improves the overall safety for every camper.

Consequences for Violating the Code of Conduct
We wish to be completely transparent about our policies. As such, we would like to emphasize
that severe and or repeated violation of our code of conduct may result in removal of that
individual from camp. If camp staff view camper removal to be required, parents will be notified
to pick up their child for immediate dismissal and no refund will be given.
For more information on the consequences for violating the Code of Conduct, please see our
Disciplinary Procedures at the end of the Handbook.
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What to Bring
Camp Dress Code
Each camper will be given a robe and tie as the foundation of their Magischola
Prep school uniform. Campers will be expected to wear these items during their classes
and formal activities, weather permitting. What the camper wears beneath the school robe
is open to their discretion, but should adhere to the following guidelines:
● Be school-appropriate. Clothing that is acceptable at middle and high schools is fine
for camp. Bathing suits should not be worn.
● No clothing with inappropriate logos such as drug, alcohol, or tobacco-related
references.
● Do not bring open-toed shoes to wear outdoors. Flip-flops or other open toed sandals
may ONLY be used in the showers.
We generally encourage campers to dress comfortably at camp and in the kinds of
clothes they would wear at home. Please be certain to mark your child’s name or initials
(or sigil) clearly on all articles (the tag is a good spot).
Campers, you’ll most likely want to dress like the wizard you are training to be! You
will receive your character by July 14th. Your character will align with the preferences you
put on your character survey. Think about how your character would dress. If you’re
playing someone who is a little rebellious, you may choose to dress all in black or
mismatching. If you want your character to be free-spirited, you might consider colorful or
even odd clothing! If you’re playing a “pureblood” or “Unsoiled” mage, you might want to
dress in a way to show that you are generally wealthy and from famous or well-known
families. If you’re playing a mundane-born student, you might want to proudly wear
mundane clothes like your favorite superhero shirt. All students will receive a wizard
uniform robe and a tie in their Court color.
Bring enough clothes for changes of clothes during the day. It is hot and you may
find yourself needing extra clothes for comfort. Although the campus is quite shaded, our
classroom and dormitory spaces are not air-conditioned, so you should prepare to sweat
in the clothes you wear during the day.
And we are having a Dance on Friday night! You’ll want to pack an outfit that is a
bit more “wizard dressy” for that!
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Packing List
Clothing
❏ 7-10 shirts

❏ 10 pairs of socks

❏ 7-10 shorts/capris

❏ An outfit for the dance

❏ A pair of sneakers

❏ A pair of shoes for the dance (if needed)

❏ A light jacket or sweatshirt

❏ A hat or cap or parasol (for character

❏ Pajamas or sleepwear
❏ 7-10 pairs of underwear

reasons and to keep off the sun)
❏ Raincoat and/or umbrella

Linens
❏ 2 bath towels

❏ Twin XL sheets or two flat sheets from any

❏ A hand towel
❏ Pillow(s) and pillow case(s)

size bed
❏ Optional: mattress cover or pad

Toiletries
❏ Toothbrush and toothpaste

❏ Shower caddy or bucket to bring

❏ Soap or body wash

toiletries to bathroom

❏ Shampoo and/or conditioner

❏ Comb or brush

❏ Other hair products

❏ Flip-flops to wear in showers

❏ Nail clippers

❏ Any medications in original containers

❏ Tissues

brought in a ziploc bag labeled with name
and birthdate to be handed in at check-in

Other items
❏ Window fan and/or oscillating fan

❏ At least 2 water bottles in case the first is

(dorms & classrooms are not
air-conditioned)

misplaced
❏ Sunglasses

❏ Sunscreen

❏ Wand

❏ Bug repellant

❏ Flashlight
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Things not to Bring
The following items are not allowed at camp and will be confiscated. The items
confiscated will be held in our office until your camper checks out of camp.
Knives**
Skateboards
Bows/Arrows
Electronic Games*
Guns/Ammunition**
Alcohol**
Fireworks
Inappropriate Clothing
Drugs**
Tobacco**
Computers, laptops or tablets*
*Magischola Prep is not responsible for valuables and electronics brought to camp.
**Campers found to be in possession of weapons (including but not limited to knives
and/or guns), drugs, alcohol, or tobacco related products will be asked to leave camp;
parents will be notified to pick up their camper immediately. This does include pocket
knives, swiss army knives, and utility knives.
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Camper Adjustment and Homesickness
Parents and first-time campers may experience a wide range of feelings as the first
day of camp approaches. Along with the excitement and anticipation of all the wonderful
new experiences ahead, there may also be anxiety about these new and unfamiliar
experiences. Realize that even though this separation is hard on you too, it is a wonderful
opportunity for your child to build confidence and a sense of self-reliance. The following
suggestions for first-time campers will help you and your child make the most of this
important transition.
1)

2)

3)

Pack for camp together: By doing this, campers know what they’re bringing to
camp and where everything is packed. This will help them feel responsible and
capable. This is also a great time to talk about all the wonderful opportunities
ahead. Campers may want to try living out of their suitcase for a couple of days at
home to practice organizing their belongings. Resist the urge to pack for them; they
need to start learning the independence that is expected at camp.
Use positive messages about camp such as, “You’re going to have such a great
time!” or “What a great opportunity to meet new friends!” and be sure to leave
your camper on a positive note. This is an exciting time for them to explore,
discover, and form new friendships. Encourage them to take advantage of this
opportunity!
Encourage your camper to lean into difficulty, make friends, and try new
things. Homesickness is a natural feeling experienced by many campers. For
most, it passes after a day or so. Occasionally, a camper will send a “distress call”
the first or second night of camp before they are really into the full swing of the
program. These calls are common and should not be cause for alarm; they are
usually followed by a brief “camp’s great” message, or no communication at all
because they are busy having a great time. If you receive a message from your
child expressing homesickness, we encourage you to contact the camp directors
for more information. We will check with your camper’s counselors and let you
know how things are progressing. Do not rush up to Camp expecting your child to
be miserable. You’d be amazed to learn about parents who did so only to have
their child greet them with “Why are you here? I’m having a great time!” If your
camper has a severe case of homesickness, we will contact you to discuss how to
improve the situation. Counselors are trained to keep campers busy and engaged
with activities as a strategy to prevent and alleviate homesickness.
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4)

5)

Keep goodbyes short: The transition from home to camp can be awkward and the
sooner campers can jump into camp life, the easier the transition will be. Letting
campers unpack their own belongings and make their own bed is an important step
in developing confidence in their ability to care for themselves. Frequently, parents
feel guilty about leaving so quickly but our experience shows that short and sweet
goodbyes are easiest on everyone. You’re welcome to get more information or
speak to a staff person at this time, but campers should be encouraged to join their
group.
Avoid promises to come pick them up if it doesn’t go well. Instead, show your faith
that they will enjoy themselves and have a positive experience.

22

Arrival and Check-in Procedures
Check-in is between Noon and 2:00 pm on July 22, 2018 at Wharton Hall. Please
do not arrive early, as you will be required to wait until noon. You will be directed by signs
to the Check-in area, which will be in the courtyard in the center of the building. There is
parking available immediately outside the dorm hall. No permit is needed for short-term
parking.
Please sign your child into camp and indicate who will be picking up your child at
the camp’s conclusion. Campers will only be released to parents unless you designate an
alternate name.
At check-in, campers will receive name badges, key cards, and their robes. You will
be asked to complete the Activity Waiver Form, the Photo Release form, and the Medical
Information Form. There will be a $50 fee for lost keys, which will be assessed at
check-out. Counselors will be collecting key cards in the morning and distributing them as
needed to try to prevent lost keys.

Medications
Give all camper medications in the original prescription container with the
pharmacy instruction to the designated Magischola Prep staff member. Please place the
prescription containers in a clean Ziploc bag labeled with your child’s name and birthdate.
Do not pack your child’s medication with their luggage. Please also use this time to
discuss any special medical needs your camper may have during their stay.

Visiting the Dorm
You will be given your child’s dorm assignment once you’ve completed the check-in
process. Parents are invited to meet their camper’s counselor and assist with the move-in
process. Please take this opportunity to discuss any special conditions with your camp
counselor. Additionally, parents are welcome to enjoy our camp setting; however we
encourage departure by 3:00 pm on arrival day.
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Departure and Checkout Procedures
Checkout will occur at Wharton Hall during the hours of 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. on
Saturday, July 28, 2018.

Camper Sign-Out
Proceed to Wharton Hall and sign your camper out with the Magischola Prep Staff.
Campers will be released only to parents unless you have designated an alternate name
at Check-In.

Lost Property
Please allow time at checkout to make sure all your child’s belongings have been packed.
Camp is not responsible for items left behind. We do our best to locate and return items,
but do not return items such as socks, underwear, or items that have not been marked
with the camper’s name. We will hold items until the next Wednesday after the end of the
event, after which all lost items are then donated to Goodwill or a local clothing drive.
Camp is not responsible for damage, theft, or loss of personal items brought to camp.

Tipping
We discourage tipping individual staff members. Persons wishing to acknowledge staff
contributions to their child’s camp experience may donate any amount in the name of a
counselor or staff member toward the staff end-of-summer celebration! Your gifts help us
make this a truly memorable evening for our staff. Please stop by the administrative office
on your way out of camp to make a donation, and thank you for supporting our staff.
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Magischola Prep Disciplinary Procedure
Parents and campers, please read the following in its entirety. You will both be asked to accept
and sign at the bottom of this document during check-in.
We see summer camp as an opportunity for our campers to grow and experience new things, to
accept more responsibility for themselves, and to learn more about who they are and how to
interact with the world. As young people navigate the waters between youth and adulthood, they
will often make mistakes. Magischola Prep is primarily a learning experience and we use an
educational approach called Responsive Classroom as our primary method of helping
participants learn appropriate behavior and how to treat others. Our workshops and our staff will
model practical strategies for helping participants build social-emotional competencies.
Moreover, campers’ safety and comfort is of utmost importance, and we do not tolerate bullying
or harassment in any form, or any activity that is detrimental to the supportive environment of
the event. In the event of misbehavior, Magischola Prep follows a three-strike disciplinary
procedure:
Strike One: If a camper is found to be in violation of our rules or policies, they will first receive a
warning and be referred to their appropriate camp counselor. We understand that people
sometimes say or do things without realizing how hurtful their actions are. This is an opportunity
to learn and change course so that everyone’s experience can be equally enjoyable.
Strike Two: If the behavior persists, the camper will be taken out of game and escorted to the
administrative headquarters to speak with the Head of Camp. After discussing the issue, the
camper will be required to create a plan of action regarding how they will improve their behavior.
This measurable plan will be approved by the Head of Camp and given to all camp counselors
to ensure accountability.
Strike Three: If the behavior remains uncorrected, and little to no good faith effort is shown to
change course, the camper will be removed from the event and their parent will be called to pick
them up. The camper and parent will gather their belongings and exit the camp immediately
without a refund.
Thank you for ensuring a respectful and enjoyable experience for all our campers!

Parent Signature:______________________________________

Date:________

Camper Signature:_____________________________________

Date:________
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